Pulmonary cestodiasis in a cynomolgus monkey (Macaca fascicularis).
Cestodiasis in primates has been noted historically to occur quite frequently, although tissue damage and clinical signs may or may not be apparent. Larval cestodes, such as hydatid cysts or cysticercus cysts, are known to cause extensive tissue damage, while other larval cestodes, such as tetrathyridia, cause minimal damage to the host. This case history concerns an apparently healthy cynomolgus monkey that was part of a surgical study. During the study, all parameters were normal. The monkey died 3 hours postsurgery. The apparent cause of death was respiratory arrest. At necropsy, it was discovered there were 1- to 3-mm-diameter cysts, which on transection extruded 2- to 5-mm-long larvae. The larvae could not be positively identified; however, they resembled tetrathyridia of Mesocestoides sp.